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Gotihering for Worship

We request that you silence all electronic devices before service begins.
*Please rise in body or spirit.


http://www.oaktree-iselinpres.org/

*OPENING SENTENCES Sara Schweitzer
The color has drained from the sky, and all is still.

Let all creation stand and watch as Jesus willingly goes to the cross.

May we be broken open in grief that room may be made for new life.

Let us breathe together, children of God, as Jesus breathes no more.

Let us worship God.

CALL TO CONFESSION Chris Madsen
We are in need of grace, and we are not alone.

Thanks be to God,

the grace of Jesus Christ is poured out for all.

With honesty we name our fears and our hopes,

knowing that we are loved, redeemed,

and set free from the power of sin.

Knowing that, let us pray together. ..

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) Sara Schweitzer
Holy, holy, holy Jesus, at the foot of the cross we proclaim that you are
God. We repent of all the ways we hang you here and turn away in shame.
Give us courage to stay with you and witness your suffering as you join
with all who suffer in every time and place. Melt our stubborn hearts in
grief so that we may be remade in mercy, and help us to learn once again
the depth of your love, now and forever. Amen.

Words of Forgiveness Rev. Jeremy Campbell
Friends, there is no need for fear or shame.

We are forgiven.

Through the love of Christ, the powers of sin and

death have lost their hold on us.

Nothing can destroy us, for anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.

Let this news sink into your body and soul, and be at peace. Amen.



INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP Rev. Jeremy Campbell

In God alone we breathe and have our being.
We have come to hear God’s word

and to be changed:

centered, cleansed, renewed,

and energized for service.

Let us go from here with hopeful curiosity
about what God is doing among us.

God blesses our hands and feet, hearts, and minds,
so that as Christ’s body,

we may travel through these weeks of Lent
ready to hear God’s call and to answer. Amen.

*LITANY FOR LENT  (By Rev. Matthew Kelly) Rev. Jeremy Campbell
From the belief that | have to earn Your love, Deliver me, Jesus.

From the fear that | am unlovable, Deliver me, Jesus.

From the false security that | have what it takes, Deliver me, Jesus.

From the fear that trusting you will leave me more destitute, Deliver me,
Jesus.

From all suspicion of your words and promises, Deliver me, Jesus.

From the rebellion against childlike dependency on You, Deliver me, Jesus.
From refusals and reluctances in accepting Your will, Deliver me, Jesus.
From anxiety about the future, Deliver me, Jesus.

From resentment or excessive preoccupation with the past, Deliver me,
Jesus.

From restless self-seeking in the present moment, Deliver me, Jesus.

From disbelief in Your love and presence, Deliver me, Jesus.

From the fear of being asked to give more than | have, Deliver me, Jesus.
From the belief that my life has no meaning or worth, Deliver me, Jesus.
From the fear of what love demands, Deliver me, Jesus.

From discouragement, Deliver me, Jesus.

That You are continually holding me, sustaining me, loving me, Jesus, | trust
in You.



That Your love goes deeper than my sins and failings and transforms me,
Jesus, | trust in You.

That not knowing what tomorrow brings is an invitation to lean on You,
Jesus, | trust in You.

That You are with me in my suffering, Jesus, | trust in You.

That my suffering, united to Your own, will bear fruit in this life and the
next, Jesus, | trust in You.

That You will not leave me orphan, that You are present in Your Church,
Jesus, | trust in You.

That Your plan is better than anything else, Jesus, I trust in You.

That You always hear me and in Your goodness always respond to me,
Jesus, | trust in You.

That You give me the grace to accept forgiveness and to forgive others,
Jesus, | trust in You.

That You give me all the strength | need for what is asked, Jesus, I trust in
You.

That my life is a gift, Jesus, | trust in You.

That You will teach me to trust You, Jesus, | trust in You.

That You are my Lord and my God, Jesus, | trust in You.

That | am Your beloved one, Jesus, | trust in You.

Amen.

*HYMN #220 Go to Dark Gethsemane #220 (vs1-3)

Hearing and Responding to- e Word
Proclaimed,

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Sara Schweitzer
Prepare our hearts, O God, to accept your Word.

Silence in us any voice but your own, that, hearing, we may also obey your
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



SCRIPTURE READINGS
(Liturgists and Guest Speaker, to create a unified experience for congregants,
please ensure that everyone is on the same page before you begin reading.)

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 52:13-53:12 Chris Madsen
Pew Bible pg. 756-757
Large Print Bible: pg. 1145-1146

PSALM READING Psalm 22 Sara Schweitzer
Pew Bible pg. 566-567
Large Print Bible: pg. 860-862

ANTHEM  Come and Kneel at the Cross (Besig & Price)

NEW TESTAMENT John 18:1-19:42 Rev. Jeremy Campbell
Pew Bible pg. 1103-1106
Large Print Bible: pg. 1681-1685

MESSAGE I am Thirsty Rev. Jeremy Campbell
*HYMN # 228 Were You There

THE SOLEMN PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

Loving and Suffering God, we cry out to you for the suffering of the
world. We pray for the gift of faith, that we may put our trust in you, even
in times of suffering. And so we pray for those who suffer, that they may
feel your presence with them. We pray for the earth, too often abused by
our folly and selfishness. We pray for the Mary Magdalenes and the
Joseph of Arimathea’s of this world who care for those who struggle and
for those who are dying, that, through us, you may strengthen them in
their service.

We pray for all who wrestle with their faith, struggling to know if you are
with them, that your face will not be hidden from them. We pray for all
the families and all the nations of the earth, that they shall remember and



turn toward you, and find peace. We pray in the name of our Savior, Jesus
Christ, your Son and our Lord. Amen

SOLEMN REPROACHES OF THE CROSS

Behold the cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.
Come, let us worship.

Behold the cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.
Come, let us worship.

Behold the cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.
Come, let us worship.

O my people, O my church, what have | done to you, or in what have |
offended you? Answer me. | led you forth from the land of Egypt and
delivered you by the waters of baptism, but you have prepared a cross for
your Savior.

Lord, have mercy.

| led you through the desert forty years, and fed you with manna: | brought
you through tribulation and penitence, and gave you my body, the bread of
heaven, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Lord, have mercy.

What more could I have done for you that | have not done? | planted you,
my chosen and fairest vineyard, | made you the branches of my vine; but
when | was thirsty, you gave me vinegar to drink and pierced with a spear
the side of your Savior, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.
Lord, have mercy.

| went before you in a pillar of cloud, and you have led me to the judgment
hall of Pilate. | scourged your enemies and brought you to a land of
freedom, but you have scourged, mocked, and beaten me. | gave you the
water of salvation from the rock, but you have given me gall and left me to
thirst, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Lord, have mercy.

| gave you a royal scepter, and bestowed the keys to the kingdom, but you
have given me a crown of thorns. | raised you on high with great power,
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Lord, have mercy.



My peace | gave, which the world cannot give, and washed your feet as a
sign of my love, but you draw the sword to strike in my name and seek high
places in my kingdom. | offered you my body and blood, but you scatter
and deny and abandon me, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.
Lord, have mercy.

| sent the Spirit of truth to guide you, and you close your hearts to the
Counselor. | pray that all may be one in the Father and me, but you continue
to quarrel and divide. | call you to go and bring forth fruit, but you cast lots
for my clothing, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. Lord, have
mercy.

| grafted you into the tree of my chosen Israel, and you turned on them
with persecution and mass murder. | made you joint heirs with them of my
covenants but you made them scapegoats for your own guilt, and you have
prepared a cross for your Savior.

Lord, have mercy.

| came to you as the least of your brothers and sisters; | was hungry and
you gave me no food, | was thirsty and you gave me no drink,

| was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe
me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me, and you have prepared a
cross for your Savior.

Lord, have mercy.

* HYMN # 218 Ah Holy Jesus

There will be no postlude. We ask everyone to leave the church in silence and
head directly to your cars. Please do not linger in church. It may seem as
though the story is now over, but through God’s grace and love, the story will
continue Sunday. Though death reigns today and we should reflect on the
brutal crucifixion of Christ, we can have confidence that because of God, life
will soon be victorious.



Today, we welcome Rev. Jeremy Campbell Presbytery
Co-Leader/Stated Clerk, Presbytery of the Northeast to
our pulpit. Rev. Campbell is a graduate of Moravian
College in Bethlehem PA with a BA in Graphic Design
and German Language. He completed his M. Div and an
MA in clinical counseling at Moravian Theological
Seminary and is a Certified Advanced Alcohol and other
Drug Counselor (CAADC). In addition to serving as clerk, Jeremy is an
outpatient addictions counselor. He, his wife Megan, their seven-year-old
daughter Ruby, and three-year-old son, Leland, live in Metuchen NJ with

their two cats.
Friendly Remunders

Sunday Easter Breakfast: Fellowship Hall ~ 9:00 am
04/20/2025  Worship Service: Sanctuary 10:30 am

Owr Mussion Stotement

We are a warm and welcoming community of faith, living
the teachings of Jesus Christ and open to God’s presence
through the power of the Holy Spirit. We seek new
pathways of ministry and service to fulfil God’s purpose for
our diverse community. - approved by the merger
committee on Wednesday, July 20, 2022 and ratified by
congregational vote, June 11, 2023.




