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Easter reminds us that
death is not the end.
We will rise again in Him.
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1295 Oak Tree Road, Iselin, NJ 08830
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(732) 283-1188
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Sunday, April 5, 2026 10:30 a.m.
Service led by: Rev. Donald M. Pitches

Liturgist: Elder Sue Ramirez Alaine Bolton, Director of Music

He 5 Risent He (s Rusen, Indeed

We request that you silence all electronic devices before service begins.
*Please rise in body or spirit.

PRELUDE Alaine Bolton, Director of Music
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Sue Ramirez
CHORAL INTROIT #1220 Go to Dark Gethsemane (verse 4)

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive) Sue Ramirez
Call to worship

Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna!

Hosanna! Hosanna!

Celebrate this day of days!

Hosanna! Hosanna!

Let all creation be amazed!

Hosanna! Hosanna! Christ is Risen! Amen!


http://www.oaktree-iselinpres.org/

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (In Unison) Sue Ramirez
God of glory, overwhelmed by your love, ecstatic with your grace, we
shout hosanna, and hallelujah, as we rejoice this Easter day. Hear our
prayers of thanksgiving for the wonderful gifts of this day.

*HYMN # 232 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

INVITATION TO CONFESSION Sue Ramirez
The joy of this Easter Sunday reminds us of God’s resurrecting power.

Let us confess all that lures us toward death, so we can know the grace

of new life through Christ.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) Sue Ramirez
Savior God, forgive our life-alienating ways, our exclusion and judgment
of others; the way we evaluate and compare. Forgive our death-dealing
sins, our habits that demean and degrade, our addiction to violent and
destructive behavior. Redeem us. Restore us. Resurrect us for life in
Christ. Amen.

PERSONAL CONFESSION Sue Ramirez

Merciful God, hear now our own personal confessions that we lift up to you
in silence.

(Silence is kept)

In the strong name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Jesus Christ is risen today. By the pains which he endured, our salvation has

procured.” In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Alleluia. Amen.

*THE RESPONSE #582 Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me



*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE Sue Ramirez
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.

The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

(Please pass the peace with friends and loved ones)

Hearing and Responding to- e Word
Proclaimed

TIME FOR CHILDREN OR THE YOUNG IN HEART Rev. Donald M. Pitches

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Sue Ramirez
Divine Redeemer, bearer of life, open us to the wisdom of your Word today
and enlighten us with your truth. Liberate us from all that distracts and
turns us from your path. Guide us and ground us in Christ’s everlasting
hope. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING 1: 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11 Sue Ramirez
Pew Bible pg. 1173
Large Print Bible: pg. 1789
(Liturgist, to create a unified experience for congregants, please ensure that
everyone is on the same page before you begin reading.)

ANTHEM We Have Seen the Risen Lord (Pethel)

SCRIPTURE READING 2: Luke 24:13-34 Rev. Donald M. Pitches
Pew Bible pg. 1078
Large Print Bible: pg. 1642-1643
(Guest Speaker, to create a unified experience for congregants, please ensure
that everyone is on the same page before you begin reading.)

THE MESSAGE Easter Eyes Rev. Donald M. Pitches



*HYMN #363 Rejoice! The Lord Is King!
g

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH—Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; Through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

JOYS AND CONCERNS

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We Give, in Appreciation of Godly Gifts

THE OFFERING

With grateful hearts, let us give thanks to God for God is good. Let us
gratefully give of our offerings to the glory of God and in praise of Christ’s
resurrecting ministry.



BELL CHOIR Rejoice This Easter Morning (Stokes)
*THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE # 609

SERVICE MUSIC

609 Praise God, from Whom
All Blessings Flow
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*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison) Rev. Donald M. Pitches
God of the empty tomb, your grace astounds, your generosity fills to
overflowing. Accept these offerings as signs of our gratitude and bless
our work on Christ’s behalf. May we love as Christ loved. May we serve as
Christ served. Call us forth into your world, guided by Christ’s spirit.

The Encharist

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

You have the power to make sense of the senseless, to thwart violent
means of persecution, to resurrect the dead, and to move massive stones
from empty tombs. Ground us in this good news, O God, and keep our feet
steady on your path. May we always find reasons to rejoice. May

we return to worship you again and again praying together the prayer our
Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory forever. Amen



BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Because there is one loaf, we, many as we are, are one body; for it is one
loaf of which we partake.

When we break the bread, is it not a sharing in the body of Christ? When we
give thanks over the cup, is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ? Friends,
these are the gifts of God for the people of God.

Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

PRAYER AFTER SUPPER (In Unison)

As your people, we gather this Easter Sunday and pray for your continued
mercy, O God. Hear and receive our prayers of gratitude, praise, and
intercession. We are fed at your table, we hear your word proclaimed, we
see the miraculous signs of Easter all around us. Thank you. Youarea
Holy God. Amen.

Empowered to- Spread God'y Love

*HYMN # 254 That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright

*THE BENEDICTION

Celebrate this day of days! Rejoice in God, your Savior! Know the new life
gifted through Jesus Christ! Shout your thanks for all to hear! May the
grace, hope, peace and love of God our Creator, Redeemer, and our
Sustainer be with all of us, now and forever. Amen.

*CHORAL BENEDICTION Lord, I Lift Your Name on High (2X)

(Hymn begins next page)



Lord I lift Your name on high
Lord I love to sing Your praises
I'm so glad You're in my life

I'm so glad You came to save us

You came from heaven to earth to show the way

From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay

From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky
Lord I lift Your name on high

THE POSTLUDE

OFFERING: Whether you are just passing through town and wanted to stop
in for church, this is your first visit of many future ones, or you are with us
every week, we certainly appreciate your desire to give anonymously, but if
you would like to receive a record of giving for tax purposes, please fill out a
pew envelope, check ‘I am visiting’, and add your name and address. Please
make checks payable to: Oak Tree-Iselin Presbyterian Church. We
appreciate every generous gift and want to make sure we have a proper
record of it to say, Thank you!



Eoster Flower Dedications
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Betsy Christensen
He is Risen, Indeed!
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The Hayase Family
In Memory of Loved Ones
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John and Patricia Lillie
In Loving Memory of Nicholas & Mary Kira; John and Jean Lillie
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Christiah Madsen
Love is Alive!

®
Leonard and Joanne Mesonas
In Memory of the Mesonas and Solla Families
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Heather Meyers
In loving memory of Roy, Ann, and Debbie Meyers
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Joan Moscomagas
In Memory of Loved Ones

£
llona Nagy

In Memory of my son, Joseph Nagy, who died April 10, 2013. | miss you so
much and | love you so much.
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The Raghunandan Family
In Memory of Our Dear Loved Ones
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Sue Ramirez
In loving memory of my beloved parents Dorothea & Robert Engemann and
my brother, Doug Engemann; In Memory of Virginia Ramos
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Audry Rozger
In loving memory of Daniel Rozger, John & Margaret Parolski, James &
Wilhelmina Grieg, Elizabeth Greig, Florence Parolski and Ida Parolski.
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Kate Scott
In Memory and Honor of Loved Ones
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Selvyn Thomas
In memory of my parents, Daniel and Stella Thomas
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Welcome)

Rev. Donald M. Pitches

| was ordained by the Hudson River Presbytery in 1976
in the Dayspring PCin Yonkers, NY. My first church was
the Immanuel PC in Amsterdam, NY, and The First
Presbyterian Church of West Galway, from 1976-1984.
Moving to New Jersey in 1984 | became a member of
the Presbytery of the Palisades. In September 1984, |
was an occasional Pulpit Supply at the First PC of
Carlstadt, NJ

In January 1985, | became the part-time Stated Supply Pastor for the Frist
presbyterian Church of Carlstadt, while also serving as a hospice chaplain in
Montclair and as NJ State Correctional Chaplain. From 1991-2019, | served the
Carlstadt church full-time, retiring at the end of December 2019. During my
Pastorate | was active in many Borough, civic and community organizations,
including the Bergen County Council of Churches, serving as President for
four years. | was a Child Assault Prevention Educator with NJ-CAP for twenty
years. | also participated in the Bergen County Brotherhood and Sisterhood




Committee. | served the Carlstadt Fire Department as Chaplain from 1986 to
2019, and from 1998 until 2019 as a firefighter with Engine Company 1, rising
to the rank of Captain. Following retirement, my wife and | moved to
Franklin Park, NJ to be near our daughter and her family in Kendall Park, NJ.
Since then, my primary retirement occupation has been caring for two
granddaughters, Beatrice, and Emily, before and after school. In addition, |
served a term as session moderator and pulpit supply at Grace Presbyterian
Church in Kendall Park, where | was privileged to work with the student
minister, Rev. J. Warner. Since then, | have served as pulpit supply in
numerous presbytery churches.

2026 Per Capita - $42.00
Per Capita is the annual $42 per-member contribution that connects
and supports the shared ministry of the Presbytery of the Coastlands,
the Synod of the Northeast, and the national PCUSA church. $26.49
supports the operations, mission, and ministry of Coastlands. We
remit $4.25 per church member to the Synod and $11.26 to the General
Assembly.

Friendly Remunders
Rev. Donald Pitches
TODAY will lead worship Easter Sunday
Saturday Men’s and Ladies’
04/11/2026 Breakfast 9 am Fellowship Hall




Scheduled. Litwrgists!

In the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) context, a liturgist sets the tone for worship. They
welcome everyone, lead and guide both the congregation and guests through the
various parts of worship and assists the pastor throughout the worship service to
create an atmosphere of peadce, cohesiveness and unity. Please email Margarita at
info@oaktree-iselinprs.org if you’d like an opportunity to serve as a liturgist.

April 2026
Today Sue Ramirez
04/12/26 Whitney Gilzean
04/19/26 Nancy Abel
04/26/26 Ron Stamboly
May 2026
05/03/26
05/10/26
05/17/26
05/24/26
05/31/26 Ron Stamboly

To all who answered the call to serve as liturgists, Thank you!
Please email Margarita Estrada at info@oaktree-iselinpres.org or call her at (732)
283-1188, if you’d like further opportunities to serve as liturgists.
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Session

Laura Reeves, Clerk of Session

Jim Durgana

Treasurer

Grace Rozger

Human Resources

Leonard Mesonas

Finance Chair, President of Corporation;
Officer Nomination Committee

Heather Meyers

Christian Education

Sue Ramirez

Worship and Music

Jeff Reeves

Buildings and Grounds

Ron Stamboly

Financial Secretary

Herb Williams

Mission

The Board of Deacony

Rose Anne Anthony, Moderator

Nikkie Hayase, Board Secretary

Kate Scott, Session Liaison

Cards

Marion Feliks, Chair

Deacon’s Assistance Fund

Joan Moscomagas, Chair

Deacon’s Nominating Comm.

Joan Moscomagas, Chair

Flowers

Joanne Mesonas & Karen Wallner Co-Chairs

Hospitality

Rose Anne Anthony & Nancy Abel, Co-Chairs

Literature

Nikkie Hayase & Nandai Sookho, Co-Chairs

Ministry of Compassion

Nancy Abel, Chair / Sara Schweitzer, Co-Chair




Regular Actinities

Church Office is open Monday - Friday, 9 am to 1 pm

Men’s Breakfast & CLEF Ladies Breakfast meet 15t Saturday in Fellowship
Hall.

Session meetings are held monthly (dates will be posted in the Friendly
Reminders section).

Prayer Shawl Ministry, every other Thursday at 7 pm, Choir Room
(see Sue Ramirez for confirmation)

Choir practice: Every Sunday at 9:30 am

Divine Worship: In the sanctuary
Sundays at 10:30 am

Owr Musion Statement

We are a warm and welcoming community of faith, living
the teachings of Jesus Christ and open to God’s presence
through the power of the Holy Spirit. We seek new
pathways of ministry and service to fulfil God’s purpose for
our diverse community. - approved by the merger
committee on Wednesday, July 20, 2022 and ratified by
congregational vote, June 11, 2023.

Dear Membery and Guests, Uf yowd like to- know more information
about the latest news,

Visit Scan QR code to website! Visit us on Facebook and Instagram,
@oaktreeiselinpreschurchnj and YouTube @oaktreeiselinpresn;.
Email us at: info@oaktree-iselinpres.org

Cover Photo: www.kirkharmononline.com; the great commission by
He Qi.
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